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Special Master Releases Final Proposal, Makes Slight Changes

By Liz Benjamin
March 13, 2012 at 6:06 am
The court-appointed special master, US Magistrate Judge Roanne Mann, released her final proposal for new congressional lines just before midnight last night, and there are very few changes from the first draft she put out last week that generated considerable criticism – including from Gov. Andrew Cuomo. 

The tweaks appear below. The final recommended plan can be seen here. 

The three-judge panel that selected Mann wants a final product in place in time for petitioning to start for the accelerated primary calendar (June 26, set by another judge, Gary Sharpe) on March 20. A hearing is scheduled on this proposal for March 15. 

The big winner as a result of Mann’s changes appears to be Assemblyman Hakeem Jeffries, as the Clinton Hill/Fort Greene areas of Brooklyn – his base – have been returned to Rep. Ed. Towns’ district, which Jeffries, NYC Councilman Charles Barron and Towns himself are battling over in a three-way primary. 

Mann had initially drawn Jeffries out of the district. The assemblyman released the following statement shortly before 1 a.m. this morning: 

“The residents of Bedford-Stuyvesant, Fort Greene and Clinton Hill let their voices be heard.”

“Judge Mann clearly acknowledged that keeping communities of interest together is paramount to a fair and just redistricting process and the court should be commended.”

“This is a victory for the residents of Fort Greene and Clinton Hill who will benefit from the preservation of historically African-American, central Brooklyn neighborhoods within the same congressional district.”

Mann also recommended slight changes to the new NY-27, the rural, GOP-dominated district that Rep. Kathy Hochul has said she will seek re-election in rather than primary her fellow Democrat, Rep. Brian Higgins, in the Democrat-dominated Buffalo/Amherst/Niagara Falls district she got drawn into. 

Despite the discomfort in some corners with the special master’s lines, legislative leaders appear ready to accept them – more or less. 

The upstate lines make Republicans happy – especially Rep. Ann Marie Buerkle, who fared better at Mann’s hands than she did with even her GOP colleagues in the Senate. And while Democrats don’t love the upstate changes, they aren’t unhappy about the fact that Rep. Pete King’s district is theoretically in play if Mann’s proposal sticks. 

The DCCC is reportedly already shopping for an opponent to King, and chairman Rep. Steve Israel has approached his fellow Long Islander, Nassau County AG Kathleen Rice, to consider challenging the veteran GOP congressman. 

Rice was widely believed to be Cuomo’s preferred choice in the 2010 AG’s primary, but she came in second, losing to AG Eric Scheiderman, in the five-way primary that year. 

Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver said yesterday that while he still considers Mann’s plan a “template,” there won’t likely be “wholesale changes” to them by the Senate and Assembly (if the majorities can ever come to an agreement). 

A night-owl reader was awake last night to catch Mann’s plan as it popped up online. (I was not, obviously). He was clearly impressed – or maybe frustrated, or both? – when he wrote the following: 

“It went up on the court’s website between, by my best estimate, 11:15 and 11:33 p.m. EDT on Monday, March 12 – the deadline set by the three-judge court when it appointed her on February 27th. ”

“She accomplished in two weeks what LATFOR could not accomplish in more than eleven months.”
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